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ANNOUNCEMENT

On April 10th at 12:00pm, the Organization for the Protection of Oilmen’s Rights (OORP) will present a report on the findings of its study on citizen’s property rights during 2010-2011 years, at the Institute for Reporters’ Freedom and Safety (IRFS) Media Center. 

The report has been prepared with financial support from Open Society Institute Assistance Foundation. The report includes a summary of national legislation pertaining to property rights, a list of property rights violations during 2010-2011, and analysis.

ANNOUNCEMENT

On April 11th at 2:00pm, the NGO ASI (Free Speech Revolutionaries) will hold a press conference to launch the “Ten days for Avaz Zeynalli” campaign in support for Avaz Zeynalli, the imprisoned editor-in-chief of Khural newspaper.    

NAKHCHIVAN CUSTOMS OFFICE DESTROYS JOURNALISTS’ EQUIPMENT 

On the evening of April 6th, employees of Sadarak Customs Office returned the voice recorder, video and still cameras belonging to IRFS correspondents in Nakhchivan, which had been illegally confiscated from them. Upon examining their equipment, the journalists discovered that the video camera had been deliberately broken, and the memory card of the photo camera had been removed, journalist Elman Abbasov reported to the IRFS.
 “Vusal Hasanov (chief of the Anti-Smuggling Department of Sadarak Customs Office) phoned my colleague Hakimeldostu Mehdiyev and asked him to come to the customs office to collect the equipment. He arrived at the customs office before me. He expressed his objection to seeing the equipments unpacked on the table, as they had been packed at the time that they were confiscated. He wanted to carry out an examination of the equipment, but the employees of the customs office refused.”
Abbasov noted that they repeatedly phoned Vusal Hasanov but he did not reply. Then the journalists tried to meet with Mirmahammad Seyidov (the chief of the Sadarak Customs Office) to express their objection and to demand the return of the memory card. The man on duty said that Seyidov was not at the office, which the journalists believe was a lie. 
To note, on April 4th Hakimeldostu Mehdiyev and Elman Abbasov (IRFS correspondents in Nakhchivan) encountered harrassment at the Sadarak Customs Office. When the journalists were returning from Turkey, they were searched, and Vusal Hasanov (the chief of the Anti-Smuggling Department of the Sadarak Customs Office) seized their voice recorder, video and still cameras. Despite a two-hour argument between the journalists and Mirmahammad Seyidov, a protocol on the confiscation of the equipments was not compiled. 
OGTAY GULALIYEV FACES ABUSE AT POLICE OFFICE IN SABIRABAD
Kur Civil Society Organization coordinator Ogtay Gulaliyev has faced police abuse at Sabirabad Regional Police Office, reported Turan Information Agency director and Kur Civil Society Organization member Mehman Aliyev, at a press conference yesterday. Gulaliyev was detained by police on April 8 and sentenced to 12 days in jail today. Aliyev was informed about by Gulaliyev’s lawyer Intigam Aliyev. 
Gulaliyev has been charged with ‘swearing in a public place’ under article 296 of the Code of Administrative Offences (minor hooliganism).
According to Mehman Aliyev, Intigam Aliyev had reported that before the trial, Gulaliyev called Intigam Aliyev and said that he had been beaten up by the deputy police chief and seven other police officers. “They hit Ogtay’s head, stomach and the lower part of his body. He complains of dizziness and severe pains in his stomach. According to our information, an ambulance was called to the police office in Sabiraba. But we do not know why and for whom it was called,” said Mehman Aliyev. 
 Another Kur Civil Society Organization member, the head of Care for Older Intellectuals NGO Nasrulla Nasrullayev, said that he was with Gulaliyev at the time of his arrest.
 ‘We were summoned to the police office in Garaguna village when we were in Minbsahi village in Sabirabad. We were talking to the police chief when a man in civilian clothing entered and began to insult Ogtay Gulaliyev. He said that four men will be testifying against him and have him arrested. Then we were taken to Sabirabad Region Police Office.  I managed to escape during some confusion and made it to Baku at 1am, by train,” said Nurullayev, and added that he believes Gulaliyev was arrested on the orders of local executive structures.
At the end of the event, the attendees passed a decision to expand the operation of Kur Civil Society Organization and to appeal to Ombudsman in regard to the abuse of Gulaliyev.
KHAYAL TV CORRESPONDENTS HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO BAKU INVESTIGATIVE PRISON 

Vugar Gonagov (Khayal TV executive director) and Zaur Guliyev (Khayal TV editor-in-chief) have been transferred from the Department to Combat Organized Crimes of the Interior Ministry to Baku Investigative Prison, reported mediaforum.az website.

Lawyer Rashid Hajili met with the journalists, who said that they were innocent; that they had not violated the law, and had not participated in the Guba protests. Zaur Guliyev said that he was experiencing health problems, including stomach pains and skin sores
After the online dissemination of a video in which Rauf Habibov (then chief of Guba Executive Power) insulted Guba citizens, there was a riot in Guba on March 1st. The citizens set Habibov’s house on fire and there were clashes between people and the police. After the protests president Ilham Aliyev dismissed Rauf Habibov from his post. On March 13th Vugar Gonagov and Zaur Guliyev were arrested and sentenced to 2 months in jail. 
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