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ANNOUNCEMENT
On April 17th, at 12pm, at the IRFS Media Center, human rights defender Alakbar Mammadov will hold a press conference on the protection of the rights of citizens defrauded by GEN LLC and Fuad LTD construction companies
Journalists, human rights activists and representatives of diplomatic corps are invited to attend the event.

ANNOUNCEMENT
On April 20th, at 12pm, at IRFS Media Center, the Sing for Democracy campaign organizers will hold another monthly roundtable at the IRFS press center to present a video petition addressing the international singers participating in the Eurovision Song Contest. The campaign will discuss its activities to date and further measures to be taken within the framework of the campaign, as well as the current human rights situation in Azerbaijan.
Journalists, NGOs, state organizations, representatives of diplomatic corps and international organizations, and all the interested persons are invited to attend the event.
INVESTIGATION ON AVAZ ZEYNALLI’S CASE CONCLUDES
The Anti-Corruption Office announced the completion of the investigation into the case of Xural editor-in-chief Avaz Zeynalli, who is being held at Baku Investigative Prison, reported Zeynalli’s lawyer Elchin Sadigov to IRFS. 
BACKGROUND
On October 28, the editor-in-chief of Khural newspaper Avaz Zeynalli was sentenced to 3 months of pre-trial detention by Nasimi District Court. A criminal case was launched against him under Article 311.3.3 (receiving a large bribe) and 311.3.4 (receiving a bribe through the use of threats) of the Criminal Code. The launch of criminal case stems from a complaint by ruling YAP MP Gular Ahmedova. Ahmedova has declared that the editor extorted money from her. However, international and local human rights organizations consider this charge to be politically motivated due to Zeynalli’s criticism of the ruling establishment. On December 1st, 2011, Nasimi District Court decided not to grant the motion requesting to replace Zeynalli’s arrest with house arrest or outright release on bail. On January 17, Zeynalli’s pre-trial detention was extended for another 3 months.

BIA.AZ FOUNDER SENTENCED TO 3 MONTHS OF PRE-TRIAL DETENTION

 

On April 14th, the Nasimi District Court sentenced Baku Information Agency (Bia.az) founder Sudef Majidli to three months of pre-trial detention, operator of the BIA Ilham Rasulzade told the Institute for Reporters’ Freedom and Safety today.

 

According to Rasulzade, Sudef Majidli has been charged under Article 182.2.4 (extortion causing significant damage to the victim), and will be sent to Kurdakhani investigative prison.

 

On April 12th, Sudef Majidov was detained and sentenced to 48 hours of administrative detention by Nasimi District Police Office, following an appeal by Javid Shikhaliyev, the founder of “7 days” website. When he was detained he was charged under Article 202.2 (Illegal reception or disclosure of a data which are commercial or bank secrets committed for mercenary or other personal interest).  

 

NO POLICE ACTION ON HIT AND RUN
 
More than a month has gone by since my son was injured by a reckless driver, but police have taken no measures against the culprit, said journalist Idrak Abbasov at a press conference at IRFS.
 
Abbasov alleges that the culprit was a 23-year-old named Azar, who was detained and taken to police station #40 of Binagadi district on the day of the incident. No measures have been taken against the culprit. Abbasov appealed to Interior Minister Ramil Usubov after being sent away by the investigator, who told him that he “does not look like a decent man”.
 
The accident took place in front of a kindergarten in the Binagadi district on March 6th, when the driver of a Lada car hit 5 year old Said Abbaszadeh and then sped off. But he was found and taken to the police, who revealed that he had no driving license. “The fact that no measures have been taken in spite of the obvious criminal responsibility here is deeply troubling,” said Abbasov.
 

XURAL NEWSPAPER PROPERTY TO BE AUCTIONED OFF TOMORROW

 

On April 17th at 11:00 am, the Specialized Auction Center LLC located on 2 A M. Mushfig street will auction off the equipment confiscated from Khural, following order # 17/69 from Narimanov District Executive Department, dated February 21st 2012. The market value of the equipment has been estimated at 1430 AZN.

 

Since October of 2002 until September 20th 2011 Khural newspaper was published weekly, and from September 20th 2011 it was published daily. On October 19th 2011, its property was confiscated following its failure to pay 19 000 AZN in compensation to the head of the Presidential Administration Ramiz Mehdiyev and Vugar Safarli, the executive director of the State Support Fund for Mass Media. The newspaper stopped publishing on October 21st when the printing houses refused to print the newspaper. Avaz Zeynalii, the editor-in-chief, was arrested following a lawsuit launched by MP Gular Ahmadova for alleged extortion. Nasimi District Court sentenced him to 3 months of pre-trial detention,  and on January 17th his prison term was extended by three months.
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